
Malta’s relationship with The Ballast Water Convention 
Blessing or Curse to the Shipping Industry? 

The International Convention for the Control and 

Management of Ship’s Ballast Water and Sediments 

(BWM) is expected to enter into force in the near future, 

as it is very close to obtaining the percentage approvals 

by States and the representation of the world Merchant 

Tonnage.

As an island state which has tourism (and the sea) as one 

of its main sources for national income, the news that this 

Convention will soon be implemented is indeed welcome. 

The increase in the number of jellyfish over the past years 

together with the introduction of invasive alien species in 

our waters have very often seen fishermen, local bathers 

and tourists point the finger of blame at the shipping 

industry.

The industry is on the other hand viewing this development 

from a different perspective and is justifiably assessing the 

financial burdens and procedural implications which such 

new rules inevitably bring with them when implemented. 

Compliance implies the necessity of fitting new machinery 

on board vessels capable of treating water and this 

machinery requires a considerable investment.  

A ballast water treatment system can cost anywhere 

between USD$500,000 and USD$5,000,000, not to 

mention the ancillary costs relating to the development 

of a ballast water management plan. One also needs to 

consider the implications on land and the manner in which 

States may need to construct facilities capable of treating 

and storing this water. 

The Maltese flag, Europe’s largest and number six on the 

world’s list, recognises the environmental benefits of the 

Convention. 

However, as always, the competent authorities have been 

very sensitive towards studying the impact that the BWM 

convention will have on the operators and owners of 

Vessels. 

Malta has always sought to balance the needs of the 

environment with the commercial realities faced by the 

industry which has far from recovered from the crises 

affecting it.  

In addition to this, Malta is also very aware that the US is 

moving towards adopting a different ballast water treatment 

mechanism to that accepted by the IMO convention. 

The discrepancy in the manner in which this matter is 

tackled might cause issues with ships wishing to operate 

within the US and who adhere to the standards imposed 

Dr. Matthew Attard B.A., LLM (IMLI), LLD, 

maritime lawyer with Ganado Advocates of Malta

by the IMO.

Malta will remain consistent in its efforts to ensure that 

international shipping standards continue to improve but 

will be doing so rationally and carefully, trying to balance 

the interest of the environment and the players in the 

market along the way.
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GANADO Advocates announces new Managing Partner

Maltese law firm GANADO Advocates is pleased to announce the retirement as 
Managing Partner of Dr. Max Ganado and the appointment of Dr. Louis Cassar 

Pullicino as the firm’s new Managing Partner with effect from 17 June, 2015

Louis Cassar Pullicino and Max Ganado

Dr. Max Ganado, who held the position of Managing 

Partner for the past 6 years, officially handed over to 

Dr. Louis Cassar Pullicino during an event held at the 

GANADO Advocates premises in Valletta on 17 June. 

In his address to lawyers, managers and administrative 

staff, Max expressed great satisfaction at having led 

such a great team for several years during which many 

goals relating to the firm were met through excellent 

collaboration among lawyers, professionals and staff.  

“With the other Partners and Associates, I now look 

forward to helping Louis and the Board of Management 

face future challenges in a world undergoing massive 

change at a very fast pace”. Dr. Ganado will now take 

up the position of Senior Partner in the firm with a 

mix of duties, some professional and others relating 

to strategy.

Dr. Louis Cassar Pullicino specialises in commercial 

litigation, in particular, admiralty and shipping 

disputes, banking, corporate disputes and insolvency, 

insurance and contractual disputes with an 

international dimension. Described by Chambers & 

Partners as a Band 1 Lawyer, Louis has been involved 

in the market’s most complex marine litigation cases 

and has assisted various ship-owners and P&I Clubs 

in disputes before the Maltese Courts. He has also 

been involved in numerous lawsuits appearing for 

international banks in the enforcement of security on 

loan defaults and has dealt with a wide range of cross-

border and multi-jurisdictional disputes.

Bringing a wealth of knowledge and expertise to the 

firm, Louis will continue to provide quality legal 

services and looks forward to driving the continued 

success achieved by GANADO Advocates during 

Max’s tenure as Managing Partner. Under Louis’s 

lead, GANADO Advocates will strive to retain its 

position as a top-tier law firm that continuously 

raises the benchmark for the provision of services to 

its international and Maltese clients.  Whilst looking 

forward to the challenges and demands of the new 

role, his focus will be the provision by the irm of the 

highest quality professional services to its clients, in 

a market that is increasingly competitive and highly 

regulated. Professional development across the irm’s 

members continues to be an important target in 

ensuring it continues to hold its own against the ever 

growing demands and challenges facing clients and the 

complex legal issues characterising today’s business 

and legal markets.
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We pursue a philosophy which emphasises both study and pro-activity. We seek to identify trends 

in the international commercial and financial markets leading to opportunities for Malta once 

translated into tangible form. It is no surprise that we have been consistently at the forefront of local 

legislative initiatives and have provoked on several occasions over the years major legislative change 

in many fields, not least in maritime, ship finance, banking, aviation, trusts and investment services.
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